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100�years�have�gone�by�since,�in�June�1920,�still�in�the�
KHDUW�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW�EDWWOH�WULJJHUHG�E\�WKH�2FWREHU�

Revolution,�Lenin�published�¼D]^l-Oaf_”�;geemfake$�Yf�Af%
^Yflad]�<akgj\]j��DOPRVW�DW� WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DV� WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�

WKH�SURFHHGLQJV�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�&RQJUHVV�RI�WKH�&RPPXQLVW�

International,�founded�the�previous�year�in�March�1919.
$�UHDO�JOREDO�O`Yl�Ak�lg�:]�<gf]7�WKDW�IRUPHG�WKH�UHIHUHQ-

WLDO�WKUHDG�IRU�DOO�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�

of�the�congress�by�the�exponents�of�the�Bolshevik�leader-
ship,�and�which�Grigory�Zinoviev�himself,�the�chairman�
of� the� Comintern’s� Executive� Committee,� deìned� as� a�
work�that,�“for�Marxist� theory,�is�no�less�important� than�
0DU[ÝV�;YhalYd”.

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��IDOOLQJ�D�SUH\�WR�6WDOLQLVP�DQG�XSURRWHG�

IURP�LWV�LQVHSDUDEOH�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW�VWUDW-
HJ\��WKH�ERRN�ZRXOG�HQG�XS��SDUDGR[LFDOO\��EHLQJ�UHGXFHG�

to�a�“tactics�manual”,�to�be�used�to�condemn�as�“left-wing”�
communism�every�criticism�of�the�worst�compromises�and�
unprincipled�“about-turns”�of�the�opportunistic�parties�in�
the�service�of�Russian�state�capitalism.�
But�it�was�precisely�Arrigo�Cervetto,�in�his�manuscripts�

RQ�VWUDWHJ\��ZKR�JUDVSHG�LWV�HVVHQFH�ZKHQ�KH�UHFDOOHG�WKDW�

its�value�lies�“in�the�afìrmation�of�the�universal�validity�of�
the�Bolshevik�experience�(i.e.�of�Leninism)”.
In� their� race� against� time,� engaged� in� those� years� by�

the� revolutionary� vanguards,� the� main� problem� was� in�
IDFW� UHSUHVHQWHG� E\� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GHOD\� RI� WKH�ogjd\�hYjlq��
And,�in�that�sense,�the�Bolshevik�experience�was�to�serve�
DV�D�OHVVRQ��VLQFH�LW�ZDV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�XQLTXH�VWUXJJOH��

of� a� “practical� history”,� as�Lenin� himself� recalled� in� the�
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pages�of�his�book,�“unequalled�anywhere�in�the�world�in�
LWV�ZHDOWK�RI�����IRUPV��VKDGHV��DQG�PHWKRGV�RI�VWUXJJOH�RI�

all�classes�of�modern�society”.
If�–�as�Cervetto�observed�again�–�/HQLQ�KDG�VXFFHHGHG�

in�winning�“the�battle�against�Spartacist�centrism�over�the�
need�for�the�World�Party”�in�the�First�Congress,�launching�
WKH�SURFHVV�IRU�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�ZRUOG�/HQLQLVW�3DUW\�ZDV�

the�difìcult�challenge�undertaken�by�the�Russian� leader-
ship�in�the�course�of�the�Second.�But�unlike�Russia,�where�
WKDW�FRXUVH�KDG�WDNHQ�GHFDGHV�RI�WKHRUHWLFDO��SROLWLFDO�DQG�

RUJDQLVDWLRQDO�EDWWOHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LPSRVH�LWVHOI��QRZ�LW�ZDV�

D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�UHSHDWLQJ�LW�LQ�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�VKRUW�WLPH�VSDQ��

in�extraordinarily�urgent�conditions�and,�above�all,�on�an�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFDOH�

In�those�conditions,�truly�exceptional�from�the�revolu-
tionary� point� of� view,� the�Communist� International� had�
rapidly� enlarged� its� sphere�of� iníuence,� becoming� a� real�
pole�of�attraction�for�a�plurality�of�movements�and�polit-
ical�currents,�also�very�different�from�one�another,�which�
ZHUH�NQRFNLQJ�DW�LWV�GRRU�DVNLQJ�WR�EH�OHW� LQ��7KLV�ZDV�D�

PDJPDWLF� DJJUHJDWLRQ�RI� IRUFHV�ZKLFK� FRXOG� DQG�KDG� WR�

EH�PDGH�KRPRJHQHRXV��GLVFLSOLQHG�DQG�RUJDQLVHG��RQO\�E\�

bringing� to� it� consciousness� “from�outside”,� i.e.� interna-
WLRQDO� VWUDWHJ\�–� especially�as� the�course�of�events,� from�
the� non-revolution� in�Germany� to� the� arrest� of� the�Red�
$UP\�RQ�WKH�EDQNV�RI�WKH�9LVWXOD�LQ�3RODQG��ZDV�JUDGXDOO\�

making�it�more�evident�that�the�hopes�of� an�easy�victory�
KDG�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�LOOXVRU\�DQG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�

equip�oneself�with�a�solid,�long-term�strategy.
For�Lenin,�it�would�have�been�a�mistake�to�believe�that�

what�continued� to�be�a�“very� serious�revolutionary�crisis”�
was,�however,�“without�a�way�out”:�“There�is�no�situation�
that�offers�absolutely�no�way�out”�for�the�bourgeoisie.�And�
this�was�the�ìrst�lesson�of�Bolshevism.�Even�the�most�seri-
ous�crises�are�not�irreversible�for�capitalism,�especially�if�the�
party’s�subjective�element�has�not�organised�the�proletariat’s�
force�in�time�and�has�not�provided�it�with�a�strategy.�
In� that� situation� fraught� with� unknowns,� one� thing,�

however,�was�certain.�The�international�proletariat�would�
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not�have�been�able�to�take�advantage�of�the�prolongation�of�
the�crisis�without�a�world�Bolshevik�Party.�And�this�could�
have�formed�only�in�a�struggle�to�the�bitter�end�against�op-
portunism,�“our�main�enemy”.�Nevertheless,�the�struggle�
against�the�mistakes�of�the�so-called�“left-wing”�currents�
ZDV�QR�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�/HQLQ�

The� ìnal� resolutions� of� the� Second� Congress� spread�
WKH� EDVLF� SULQFLSOHV� RI� WKH� /HQLQLVW� SDUW\� FRQFHSWLRQ� WR�

the�whole�movement.�The�spontaneity�of�the�German�and�
Dutch�Left�came�out�of�it�substantially�beaten.�And,�with�
the�adoption�of�the�“21�conditions”,�all�the�centrist�parties�
found�themselves�in�an�]al`]j'gj�situation:�either�throw�out�
their�“right�wings”�or� remain�out�of� the�International.�If�
VSOLW� IURP� WKH�RSSRUWXQLVWV�ZDV�XQGRXEWHGO\�D�QHFHVVDU\�

precondition,�at� the� same� time� it�was�not�sufìcient.�Un-
fortunately,�centrism�and�maximalism�remained�the�major�
HOHPHQWV� LQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO� IRUPDWLRQ�RI� WKH� FDGUHV� RI� WKDW�

ZRUOG�SDUW\�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�IRUPHG�WRR�ODWH�WR�EH�HTXDO�WR�

WKH�WDVN�LW�KDG�VHW�LWVHOI�

The� internationalists� fell� ìghting.�And� in� their� resist-
ance�to�the�social-democratic�counter-revolution,�ìrst,�and�
IDVFLVW�DQG�6WDOLQLVW��ODWHU��WKH\�GHPRQVWUDWHG�JUHDW�SDVVLRQ�

DQG�FRXUDJH�–�which,�however,�were�not�enough.
When� Lenin,� summing� up� his� party� conception� in� a�

single�sentence,�wrote� that�“without�a� revolutionary� the-
ory�there�can�be�no�revolutionary�movement,”�he�was�not�
writing�a�catchphrase.�If�anything,�he�was�raising�the�basic�
issue:� the�non-assimilation�of� strategy�was� the� cause�not�
so�much�of�a�partial�defeat,�in�some�ways�inevitable,�but�of�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKDW�GHIHDW�OHG�WR�D�GLVDVWURXV�URXW�IURP�ZKLFK�

only�the�honour�of�those�valiant�militants�was�saved.�Pas-
VLRQ�LV�QRW�HQRXJK��7R�GHDO�ZLWK�FRPPXQLVW�VWUXJJOH�LQ�WKH�

long�times�of�imperialist�development,�“passion�strength-
ened� by� reason,� disciplined� and� anchored� in� theory,”� is�
QHFHVVDU\�

In�the�class�struggle,�a�defeat�is�not�wholly�so�if�the�party�
WKDW�VXIIHUV�LW�VXFFHHGV�LQ�GUDZLQJ�DOO�WKH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�PD\�

derive� from� it.�When� the� march� of� internationalism� re-
sumed�in�the�1950s,�after�“the�lowest�point�of�proletarian�
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internationalism”�had�been�reached�with�the�Yalta�agree-
PHQWV��WKH�RULJLQDO�/RWWD�&RPXQLVWD�JURXS�GUHZ�ZKDW�ZDV�

QHFHVVDU\�IURP�WKDW�GHIHDW��

It� was� necessary� to� return� to� Lenin,� acknowledging�
WKH� KLVWRULFDO� GHOD\� WKDW� KDG� DFFXPXODWHG� LQ� WKH� PHDQ-
time,�aware,�ìrst� of� all,� that� the�party� has� to� take� shape�
in� the� counter-revolutionary� phase,� forging� itself� in� the-
RUHWLFDO� FODULW\�� VWXG\� DQG� WKH� ORQJ�SUDFWLFH� RI�PLOLWDQF\��

because�only�in�this�way�is�it�possible�to�arrive�prepared�at�
the� appointments�with� the� inevitable� economic,� political�
DQG�PLOLWDU\�FULVHV� WKDW� LPSHULDOLVP� LV�GHVWLQHG� WR�VSDZQ�

thanks�to�its�chaotic�development.
7RGD\�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GHOD\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ZHLJK�RQ�(XUR-

SHDQ�/HQLQLVP��QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�LWV�FRQWLQHQWDO�HQWUHQFK-
ment�is�not�yet�sufìcient,�but�also�because�the�acceleration�
RI�KLVWRU\�GXH�WR�WKH�LUUXSWLRQ�RI�&KLQD�LQWR�WKH�JOREDO�DUH-
na�complicates�this�delay�even�more.�And�the�new�strategic�
SKDVH�� ZKLFK� FKDUDFWHULVHV� WKH� LPSHULDOLVW� FRQWHQWLRQ� LQ�

WKH�WLPH�RI�FRQWLQHQWDO�SRZHUV��LV�IRU�XV�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�

ERWK�D�KXJH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�FKDOOHQJH��

More� than� ever,� the�Bolshevik�model�can� allow�us� to�
IDFH�LW�E\�EXLOGLQJ��LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�LPSHULDOLVW�

PHWURSROLV��DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW�SDUW\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�XQSUHFH-
dented�task�we�have�before�us.�

7KDW�PRGHO�UHPDLQV�WKH�KLJKHVW�KLVWRULFDO�SURGXFW�IURP�

the� viewpoint� of� the�acquisition� of� consciousness� of� the�
real�movement.�Hence,� it�represented�and�still� represents�
a�choice�of�freedom�and�inevitably�of�struggle�against�“the�
present�state�of�things”,�a�struggle�carried�on�in�collective�
work�that�allows�us�to�overcome�every�narrow,�misleading�
limit�of�individualism�and�personalism,�precisely�thanks�to�
that�“very�severe�and�really�cast-iron�discipline”�that�is�not�
DQ�LPSRVLWLRQ�EXW�D�IUHH��FRQVFLRXV�FKRLFH��

7KLV� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� UHDVRQV� ZK\� ZH� SURXGO\� FRQWLQXH�

to�deìne�ourselves�as�Leninists.�This�is�the� lesson�of�ur-
JHQW�WRSLFDOLW\�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH�SDJHV�RI�¼D]^l%Oaf_½�;ge%
emfake:�a�weapon�of�struggle�for�a�militancy�that�looks�to�
WKH�IXWXUH��

EYq�*(*(


